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SHPA welcomes Tasmania announcement as another
step forward in pharmacist-led prescribing

The Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) has welcomed yesterday’s announcement that
Tasmanian pharmacists will soon be part of a new pilot program to prescribe medicines for aged care
patients, and to patients in remote areas with limited access to general practitioners.

Announced yesterday by Tasmania’s Health Minister the Hon. Guy Barnett LLM alongside SHPA
Tasmanian Branch Chair Kelly Beswick, the pilot follows the release of recommendations in the Final
Report of Tasmania’s Pharmacist Scope of Practice Review.

SHPA President Tom Simpson has congratulated Minister Barnett on the landmark, nation-first
announcement which further propels pharmacists’ scope of practice in Australia.

‘This is a fantastic step forward for pharmacist-led collaborative prescribing practices, which started in
our hospitals and continue to expand to other care settings, where our members work in new and
emerging specialty roles.

‘SHPA looks forward to seeing more pharmacists across the country demonstrate the value of
collaborative prescribing in improving patient care and strengthening health systems.

'Collaborative pharmacist-led prescribing programs have been pioneered in Australian hospitals for more
than 11 years, with Tasmania being one of the early adopters and a majority of Australian jurisdictions
now supporting or planning to implement them in public hospitals.’

Mr Simpson says interest in pharmacist-led prescribing continues to grow as evidence builds of its many
benefits.

‘Recently we were fortunate to showcase the benefits of the Partnered Pharmacist Medication Charting
to Federal Assistant Minister for Rural and Regional Health, the Hon. Emma McBride MP at the
Emergency Department at Mersey Community Hospital in North West Tasmania.

‘On behalf of hospital pharmacists, | congratulate the Tasmanian Government on this momentous
decision that will significantly enhance medication safety for aged care residents.

‘SHPA is looking forward to the implementation of the other recommendations made in the Final Report
including the expansion of the current Partnered Pharmacist Medication Charting (PPMC) model to
include pharmacists prescribing of both new and pre-admission medications in Tasmanian hospitals.’

Pictured: SHPA Tasmania Branch Chair Kelly Beswick with Minister Barnett at yesterday’s announcement.
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For more information contact:

Caroline Barlow, Media and Stakeholder Relations
cbarlow@shpa.org.au | 0436 009 138

About SHPA

The Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) is the national, professional organisation for the
6,100+ Hospital Pharmacists, and their Hospital Pharmacist Intern and Hospital Pharmacy Technician
colleagues working across Australia’s health system, advocating for their pivotal role improving the safety and
quality of medicines use. Embedded in multidisciplinary medical teams and equipped with exceptional
medicines management expertise, SHPA members are progressive advocates for clinical excellence,
committed to evidence-based practice and passionate about patient care.
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