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Media release 
Wednesday 12 June 2024 

Stan Grant leads stellar line up as Medicines 
Management 2024 registrations open 
Early bird registrations have opened for Australia’s largest scientific pharmacy conference – Medicines 
Management 2024 (MM2024) – featuring a stellar line up of keynote speakers including renowned 
journalist Stan Grant, professional artist and visual storyteller Simon Banks and researcher and thought-
leader Yemi Penn.  

Taking place in Adelaide from the 14-16 November 2024, Medicines Management is Australia’s largest 
scientific pharmacy conference and an annual highpoint of pharmacy innovation and collaboration for 
more than six decades. 

Following the Ministerial Address at the Opening Plenary from The Hon Mark Butler MP, Minister for 
Health and Aged Care, the opening keynote presentation will be delivered by Stan Grant, renowned 
author, moral philosopher, thinker, film maker and communicator with a groundbreaking four-decade 
career as one of Australia’s most awarded journalists. 

Plenary two will begin with an address by Senator Anne Ruston, Shadow Minister for Health and Aged 
Care, before Simon Banks brings a dynamic energy to the stage, incorporating his experience as a 
professional artist to use visual storytelling and drawings to challenge the audience to reframe their 
thinking and embrace all types of creativity. 

Closing off the incredible program in the final plenary, Yemi Penn will lead delegates into action via her 
‘rebellious curiosity’, encouraging a shift in perspective to embrace new mindsets for peak performance 
in a sustainable manner.  

SHPA Vice President Dr Kate O’Hara FANZCAP (Neonatol., Paeds) says the line-up of keynote 
presenters this year is sure to captivate, motivate and educate attendees. 

‘With innovation at the heart of SHPA, and the very theme of this year’s event, we are thrilled to have 
Simon dive into innovation and creativity using design theory to challenge the pharmacists and 
technicians in the audience to drive innovation into their workplaces. 

‘I am also looking forward to hearing from the no-nonsense Yemi whose strong affirming energy will 
compel the audience to really sit back and listen.  

‘And, of course, we are especially honoured to have Stan Grant take us on a journey through his 
remarkable life as a journalist and fearless advocate to show us how important communication is when 
questioning justice and fighting for the rights of First Nations people. 

‘It’s truly an incredible and eclectic line-up of presenters this year covering a range of areas to support 
delegates to perform at their best and work as a great complement to what is also shaping up to be a 
dynamic and diverse program.’  

https://mm2024.shpa.org.au/
https://mm2024.shpa.org.au/
https://mm2024.shpa.org.au/speakers/
https://shpa.org.au/publicassets/1ad740eb-99f7-ee11-9136-00505696223b/Media-release---Minister-Butler-to-open-MM2024-in-Adelaide-as-call-for-abstracts-opens---11Apr2024.pdf
https://www.simonbanks.com.au/
https://yemipenn.com/
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Abstract submissions are still open to practitioners from all care settings until 11.59pm AEST Monday 
15 July 2024, and are welcome in three categories: original research, pharmacy practice and case 
reports. 

Says Dr O’Hara, ‘We encourage all practitioners, no matter where they work or their role, to submit an 
abstract and show us that “spark” that could ignite a whole new way of thinking.’ 

Registrations for MM2024 are now open at mm2024.shpa.org.au 

Further information on abstracts available at mm2024.shpa.org,au/abstracts  
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For more information contact: 

Caroline Barlow, Media and Stakeholder Relations 
cbarlow@shpa.org.au |  0436 009 138 

About SHPA 

The Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) is the national, professional organisation for the 
6,100+ Hospital Pharmacists, and their Hospital Pharmacist Intern and Hospital Pharmacy Technician 
colleagues working across Australia’s health system, advocating for their pivotal role improving the safety and 
quality of medicines use. Embedded in multidisciplinary medical teams and equipped with exceptional 
medicines management expertise, SHPA members are progressive advocates for clinical excellence, 
committed to evidence-based practice and passionate about patient care. 
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