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Media release 
Wednesday 5 June 2024 

SHPA’s Transformation agenda near complete as 
‘Communities’ prepares to go live 
The Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) has announced details of a new app-based 
purpose-built platform that will allow for faster, easier communication between its members from July, 
completing the final pillar of the organisation’s visionary Transformation 2024 agenda. 

‘Communities’ is Australia’s new home of specialty pharmacy practice, hosting clinical discussions and 
collaboration, powered by alerts and notifications, and marks the latest in a run of member-driven digital 
projects supporting pharmacists and technicians.  

SHPA President Tom Simpson FANZCAP (Lead&Mgmt) says digital capability is essential to not only 
meet the needs of SHPA’s fast-growing membership base but support and empower joined-up pharmacy 
that is advancing the profession and improving care outcomes. 

‘Members have called for a purpose-built platform they can access easily from anywhere, and we are 
proud to deliver.  

‘Communities puts Specialty Practice in your pocket. An intuitive online base for members to engage and 
support each other across the spectrum of experience and practice, while shaping education and driving 
change at policy level.  

‘This connection is key to improve medicines safety and outcomes for patients, enhancing knowledge-
sharing to ensure the benefits of advanced pharmacy practices reach every Australian. 

‘For members, Communities will form a backbone of joined-up pharmacy as SHPA connects 
practitioners through world-class standards of practice, pre-eminent education, innovative models of 
care, opportunities for leadership, and through the Australian and New Zealand College of Advanced 
Pharmacy (ANZCAP), Australia’s first comprehensive pharmacy recognition program.’ 

The launch of the new digital platform marks the completion of the final two pillars of the organisation’s 
Transformation 2024 agenda, following announcements on upcoming Technician Board Director position 
and new membership pathway for New Zealanders, setting the scene for the organisation’s next 
strategic plan to advance pharmacy in Australia. 

Mr Simpson says he has been honoured to work with members to deliver the milestones of 
Transformation 2024. 

‘We are fiercely independent, inclusive, innovative and put people and patients first. Empowering 
members means empowering the broader profession, ensuring pharmacy expertise can be fully 
harnessed for the benefit of all patients everywhere. 

https://transformation2024.shpa.org.au/
https://shpa.org.au/workforce-research/specialty-practice
https://transformation2024.shpa.org.au/
https://shpa.org.au/publicassets/cb2cbf40-dd17-ef11-9138-00505696223b/Media-release---SHPA-signals-inclusive-new-era---22May2024.pdf
https://shpa.org.au/publicassets/cb2cbf40-dd17-ef11-9138-00505696223b/Media-release---SHPA-signals-inclusive-new-era---22May2024.pdf
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‘The passion, dedication and creativity shown by leading members, supported by the dynamic SHPA 
team, over the last few years has been extraordinary and I am very much looking forward to seeing how 
our exciting new era of inclusivity and advancement shapes Australian pharmacy practice.’ 

 
– ends – 

For more information 

Caroline Barlow, Media and Stakeholder Relations 
cbarlow@shpa.org.au  |  0436 009 138 

About SHPA 

The Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) is the national, professional organisation for the 
6,100+ Hospital Pharmacists, and their Hospital Pharmacist Intern and Hospital Pharmacy Technician 
colleagues working across Australia’s health system, advocating for their pivotal role improving the safety and 
quality of medicines use. Embedded in multidisciplinary medical teams and equipped with exceptional 
medicines management expertise, SHPA members are progressive advocates for clinical excellence, 
committed to evidence-based practice and passionate about patient care. 
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